
 

 

Sea Otter Classic Bicycle and Electric Vehicle Policy 

E6ective Date: October, 14, 2026  

Purpose. Life Time, Inc. (“Life Time”) is committed to the safety of all attendees, exhibitors, volunteers, and 
staD at the Sea Otter Classic. This Policy establishes rules governing the use of electric bicycles (“BICYCLEs”) 
and electric motorcycles at the event to promote safe riding, reduce the risk of injury, and ensure compliance 
with applicable California law. By entering the Event Grounds with a BICYCLE or electric motorcycle, each 
attendee agrees to abide by the terms of this Policy. 

1. Definitions. For purposes of this Policy, the following definitions apply: 
a. “BICYCLE” means a bicycle equipped with fully operable pedals and/or electric motor of not 

more than 750 watts, as defined in California Vehicle Code § 312.5. A vehicle that has been 
modified to exceed 20 mph on motor power alone, to exceed 750 watts, or to remove operable 
pedals is not a BICYCLE and is prohibited on the Event Grounds (Cal. Veh. Code § 312.5(d)). 

b. “Expo Area” means the designated exhibitor exposition area of the Sea Otter Classic, including 
all vendor booths, walkways, and common areas, but excluding the Family Zone bike track, 
designated demo ride zones, and the raceway track. 

c. “Event Grounds” means the entirety of the Sea Otter Classic venue at WeatherTech Raceway 
Laguna Seca and all adjacent areas under Life Time’s operational control during the event. 

d. “Electric Motorcycle” means any two- or three-wheeled motor vehicle propelled by an electric 
motor that does not meet the definition of a “BICYCLE” under California Vehicle Code § 312.5, 
including without limitation any electric-powered motorcycle, moped, motorized bicycle (as 
defined in Cal. Veh. Code § 406), motor-driven cycle, or similar electrically powered vehicle that 
exceeds 750 watts of motor power, is capable of speeds exceeding 28 mph, or does not have 
fully operable pedals. Electric motorcycles are strictly prohibited on the Event Grounds at 
all times. 

2. Prohibited Vehicles.  The following vehicles are strictly prohibited on the Event Grounds at all times 
and under all circumstances: (i) electric motorcycles (as defined above); and (ii) any electric-
powered vehicle that does not meet the definition of a BICYCLE under California Vehicle Code § 
312.5. Any person who brings a prohibited vehicle onto the Event Grounds is subject to immediate 
removal of the vehicle and ejection from the event. This prohibition applies to all areas of the Event 
Grounds, including but not limited to the raceway track, demo ride zones, the Family Zone, the Expo 
Area, and all trails and paths. 

3. Permitted BICYCLE Use. 
a. Track and Demo Ride Zones. BICYCLEs are permitted on the raceway track and in 

designated demo ride zones during scheduled open-ride and demo sessions.  
b. Family Zone Bike Track. BICYCLEs are permitted in the Family Zone bike track; Class 2 

BICYCLEs are prohibited. 
c. Expo Area. All BICYCLE riding is prohibited in the Expo Area. Attendees may walk BICYCLEs 

through the Expo Area with the motor disengaged.  
d. Natural-Surface Trails. Where natural-surface trails are accessible from the Event Grounds, 

only Class 1 BICYCLEs are permitted, subject to a 10 mph speed limit and any additional 
restrictions posted at trailheads. Under Monterey County Code § 14.12.060, BICYCLE riders 
on county park trails must yield to both pedestrians, and may not pass another trail user at a 



 

 

speed greater than 5 mph. Helmets certified by ANSI or SNELL are required on all dirt trails 
within Monterey County parks. 

4. Speed Limits. All BICYCLE riders must obey posted speed limit signs at all times. Unless otherwise 
posted, the following speed limits apply: (i) 20 mph on the raceway track and paved areas; (ii) 10 
mph on natural-surface trails; and (iii) 5 mph in all pedestrian-heavy zones, including areas adjacent 
to (but not within) the Expo Area. For the avoidance of doubt, no speed limit established in this 
Section authorizes BICYCLE riding in any area where riding is otherwise prohibited under this Policy, 
including the Expo Area (see Section 3(c)). Life Time reserves the right to modify speed limits at any 
time based on conditions. 

5. Safety Requirements. 

a. Helmets. All BICYCLE riders under the age of 18 must wear a properly fitted and fastened 
bicycle helmet that meets the standards of the American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) or the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) at all times while 
riding anywhere on the Event Grounds.  

b. Yield to Pedestrians. BICYCLE riders must yield the right-of-way to all pedestrians at all 
times. Riders must reduce speed and exercise heightened caution in areas with heavy 
pedestrian traDic. 

c. Minors. Riders under the age of 16 must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian while 
operating a BICYCLE on the Event Grounds.  

d. Equipment Standards. All BICYCLEs operated on the Event Grounds must be in safe 
working condition and comply with California Vehicle Code § 21201 and § 24016, including: 
(i) functional brakes capable of making one braked wheel skid on dry, level, clean pavement; 
(ii) a motor that does not exceed 750 watts and that disengages or ceases to function when 
the brakes are applied; (iii) during darkness, (a) a rear red reflector or solid or flashing red 
light visible from 500 feet during dark hours and (b) a front white lamp visible from 300 feet 
and pedal, shoe, or ankle reflectors visible from 200 feet. 

e. Tampering and Modifications Prohibited. No person shall operate on the Event Grounds a 
BICYCLE that has been tampered with or modified to change its speed capability, unless the 
BICYCLE continues to meet the statutory definition of a BICYCLE under California Vehicle 
Code § 312.5. BICYCLEs that have been modified to exceed 20 mph on motor power alone, 
to exceed 750 watts, or that have had operable pedals removed are not BICYCLEs under 
California law and are strictly prohibited on the Event Grounds. 

6. Exhibitor Responsibilities. Exhibitors oDering BICYCLE demos must: (i) provide each demo rider 
with a separate written waiver and release of liability prior to the demo ride; (ii) ensure all demo riders 
wear helmets; (iii) brief demo riders on applicable speed limits, permitted riding areas, and this 
Policy; and (iv) ensure that all demo BICYCLEs are in safe working condition and comply with the 
classification standards set forth in this Policy. Exhibitors may not demo for test rides any electric 
motorcycles. Exhibitors are solely responsible for any claims arising from their demo operations. 

 



 

 

7. Compliance with Applicable Law. All attendees operating BICYCLEs on the Event Grounds 
acknowledge and agree that they will comply with all applicable California state and local laws, 
regulations, and ordinances governing BICYCLE use, including without limitation the California 
Vehicle Code provisions applicable to BICYCLEs. This Policy supplements, and does not replace, any 
applicable legal requirements. In the event of a conflict between this Policy and applicable law, the 
more restrictive provision shall control. 

8. Assumption of Risk and Limitation of Liability. BICYCLE riding is an inherently hazardous activity. 
By operating a BICYCLE on the Event Grounds, each rider voluntarily assumes all risks of injury, 
death, or property damage arising from or related to BICYCLE use, including risks arising from the 
actions of other riders, pedestrians, uneven terrain, weather conditions, or equipment malfunction. 
To the fullest extent permitted by law, Life Time, Inc., its aDiliates, oDicers, directors, employees, 
agents, volunteers, sponsors, and event partners (collectively, “Released Parties”) shall not be liable 
for any injury, death, or property damage arising from or related to BICYCLE use on the Event 
Grounds, whether caused by the negligence of the Released Parties or otherwise. For the avoidance 
of doubt, the operation of a Class 3 BICYCLE or electric motorcycle on the Event Grounds is a 
violation of this Policy and does not create any duty of care on the part of the Released Parties toward 
the operator of such prohibited vehicle. 

9. Enforcement. Life Time reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to enforce this Policy by any lawful 
means, including verbal warnings, confiscation of event credentials, removal of BICYCLEs or electric 
motorcycles from the Event Grounds, and/or ejection of the rider from the event without refund or 
compensation. Any person found operating a Class 3 BICYCLE or electric motorcycle on the Event 
Grounds is subject to immediate vehicle removal and ejection without prior warning. Life Time event 
staD, volunteers, and designated safety personnel are authorized to enforce this Policy. Failure by 
Life Time to enforce any provision of this Policy in a particular instance shall not constitute a waiver 
of Life Time’s right to enforce that provision in the future. 

10. Modifications. Life Time reserves the right to modify this Policy at any time, with or without prior 
notice. Updated versions of this Policy will be posted on the Sea Otter Classic website and on 
signage at the Event Grounds. Continued BICYCLE use on the Event Grounds following any 
modification constitutes acceptance of the revised Policy. 

 

NOTICE: BY ENTERING THE SEA OTTER CLASSIC EVENT GROUNDS WITH AN BICYCLE OR ELECTRIC 
MOTORCYCLE, YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU HAVE READ, UNDERSTOOD, AND AGREE TO COMPLY 
WITH THIS POLICY AND ALL APPLICABLE CALIFORNIA STATE AND LOCAL LAWS GOVERNING BICYCLE 
AND ELECTRIC VEHICLE USE. CLASS 3 BICYCLES AND ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLES ARE STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED ON THE EVENT GROUNDS. YOU VOLUNTARILY ASSUME ALL RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH 
BICYCLE USE AT THIS EVENT. 

 


